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Dear Parents/carers,

What a busy and productive Spring term!

We have welcomed new children who have settled in very well and we have even welcomed some little furry friends in to see us!

Our Mothers Day cafe was a particular highlight as was our visiting police officers and nurse to help us learn more about the emergency services.  The children were so interested!

The children loved Space week and loved playing in our space rocket!

We hope the Easter biscuits have been enjoyed as much as the children enjoyed making them.

Staffing

I haven’t been at Little Gems much these past two weeks due to an Achilles injury. By resting I have improved my chances of not impacting my planned family holiday over the Easter break. I am sorry I have been absent, but a big thank you to the rest of the team for pulling together and working additional hours to ensure Little Gems runs smoothly.  It sounds like I have missed out on all the fun...and cakes! So I can’t wait to see you all again after the holidays.

Miss Megan Moody joined us for some Monday and Wednesday sessions over the past three weeks and has begun to get to know many of the children. Megan is level 3 qualified and is undertaking her foundation degree. She will work as part of our team most days after Easter until the end of term. Miss Roles’ last week with us before going on maternity leave will be week beginning 6th May, with her last day being 10th May.

Topics we will be looking at the first half of the summer term:

Pirates                                                     23rd April 2019
Spring and Growing                              29th April 2019
The Farm                                                 7th May 2019
Trains/Journeys                                    13th May 2019  
Minibeasts                                             20th May 2019

The Farm week

We are all so very excited to tell you we have booked a visiting farm to Little Gems one day during our farm week! This will truly bring our topic to life! All the children will get a chance to meet the animals even if they aren’t usually with us on the day of the visit. Please look out for more information which will follow after the Easter break!
Rebecca’s Reading Garden

We would like to remember Rebecca Campion at Little Gems and have decided a fitting tribute to her will be to create a beautiful reading area in the garden. Becci loved books and being outside. We will be raising funds to purchase a wooden gazebo seating area and filling it with some wonderful books and specially chosen flowers for all our Little Gems children to enjoy and for us to always remember Becci and the memories she made here.  

We would like all the children to be involved in choosing books and planting the area. 
If you are able to offer any  skills, planters or any other help please let us know.

Sparkle Time

As with last year we will be organising our timetable for all children who are leaving us to go to school so that they have some “Sparkle time” each week. The Sparkle time sessions will be to primarily focus on some key pre-reading and writing skills. The children enjoy doing these sessions which also help further improve their listening and attention skills, communication skills and understanding. 

Dawson Lodge

Our visits to Dawson Lodge now move to a Tuesday afternoon where children will be able to participate in Dinky Dancers sessions organised to take place here for them.

Thank you for returning the consent forms. We will be able to take 6 children each week. We can take 8 children a week if we have a volunteer to help us to walk there! So please let us know if you can spare some time during one of the weeks. We leave Little Gems at 1.15pm and return to Little Gems at around 2.50pm.

We will try and ensure everyone who wants to go has the chance to go at least once or twice during this first five week half term.

Timekeeping!

Pick up times
Please can we ask that if your child is due to be collected at 12pm or 3pm, you arrive at this time and no earlier than 11.55am or 2.50pm. It is increasingly frustrating for the doorbell to be going off continually any time from 11.40 or 2.30pm. It disrupts the flow of the afternoon, upsets less settled children who are hoping for it to be their parents and children collected early are missing out on group time and story time. A staff member is taken away from the children to answer the door and invariably gets held up in the entrance foyer from then on until 3pm being a doorman!
For some parents whose older children aren’t at school locally or for whom we have agreed a different collection time we understand and this is fine.
Moving forward...unless you have specifically agreed to collect your child early please do not ring the bell before 11.55am or 2.50pm. We will open the door at these times if there are parents standing there.

We appreciate your support with this to help our sessions run smoother for the children.

Arrival times
Drop off times are also tricky with arrivals going on well past 9.30am with a staff member unable to spend time with the children because they have to wait at the door for so long. It would be great if everyone could have arrived by 9.10 or 9.15am at the latest please.

 If your child starts at 12pm with a lunchbox please arrive promptly at 12pm (no earlier)

 If your child starts at 12.30pm without a lunchbox please arrive promptly at 12.30pm  (no earlier) 

Notices and Reminders

Toys from home
As it so difficult to track toys brought in from home as they are carried around and as well as causing  sharing issues, so we please ask that children don’t bring special things from home. It is very tricky searching for these items at the end of a session. If the toy is a comforter that they need this is fine and we will do our best to keep track of it!

Weather
We don’t quite know how the weather may or may not change over the next two weeks but as we move into sunnier and hotter weather please ensure your child wears sun cream and named sunhats as appropriate.

Snack time
Please continue to bring in a snack to share and a water bottle that is NAMED please. Water bottles should contain water only please.

Lunch boxes 

Please remember to cut grapes in half (length wise), cherry tomatoes and mini sausages. These foods can all pose a greater choking hazard and this minimises this. Thank you.

Dates for your diary
Tuesday 23rd April                Welcome back! – The first day of our Summer term
Monday 6th May                   Closed for Early May bank holiday

 (Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May closed for half term)
Monday 3rd  June                Return to Little Gems

Friday 19th July                    Last day of term
(Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July closed – inset days)
And finally ...thank you so much to you all for all your support and enthusiasm for all our events at Little Gems. Have a Lovely Easter Break
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